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peninsula, his intention being to lie in wait there for shipping
passing between Goa and the Portuguese settlements to the
eastwards. Contrary winds carried the vessel out of her course
-and, as victuals were running short, attempts were made in turn
to reach Sokotra, the Laccadives, and the Nicobur Islands.
These all failed; but finally, at the beginning of June, the ship
reached the island of Gomes, near Achin (Sumatra). Lancaster
was still intent upon preying on Portuguese shipping, and he
made for the island of Penang, off the west coast of the Malay
Peninsula, where he stayed until the beginning of September.
During this time sickness took a heavy toll of his crew, which
iTvas reduced to thirty-four, of whom only two-thirds were fit
for labour. Sailing again, four vessels were held up; hut those
carrying merely the goods of native merchants were released,
and only one, which was laden with pepper belonging to some
Portuguese, was detained and emptied. On proceeding further
into the Straits of Malacca, a Portuguese ship from NVnapatam,
carrying rice for Malacca, was captured, and plundered; while
another from San Thome narrowly escaped a like fate. As sortie
consolation for her loss, a third vessel, this time from Ooa, was
taken. She contained a varied cargo, much of which seems to
have been plundered by the English sailors.
Fearing lest the Portuguese at Malacca, hearing of these
depredations, should send out shipping too strong for his
weakly manned vessel, Lancaster now left the Straits and pro-
ceeded first to Junkseylon and then to the Xieobar Islands
(November 1592), where he obtained much-needed supplies.
A move was next made to Point de Galle, on the south-west
coast of Ceylon, where he intended to lie in wait for more
Portuguese ships. His men, however, were weary of the long
voyage and dismayed by their shorthandedness, and they
insisted upon returning homewards without delay, Lancaster
himself was lying in his cabin * very sicke, more like to die than
to live', and he found it expedient to give way. So on 8 December
the Edward Bonaventure made sail for the Cape. This was passed
in March 1593, and early in April the island of St Helena was
reached. The provisions there obtained restored the crew to
health, and after a stay of nineteen days a fresh start was made-